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Coming to Canada:  Success Stories of Immigrant Women: 

 A Collaborative Project in Progress

Fay Fletcher, M.Sc. and Nancy Gibson, PhD

This project is funded, in part, by the Prairie Centre of Excellence for Research on Immigration and Integration
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Changing Together

The Research Question: What social/political/economic factors influence immigrant women's integration experience and strategies?
Immigrant Women in Canada

The point system, biased in favour of the skills of patriarchal, developed countries, influences the status of women immigrating to Canada.  Furthermore, integration is challenged by the fact that there has been a move away from providing direct services via federal sponsorship for new immigrants (particularly women) and there has been an increase in the emphasis placed on occupations and professional skills typically not available to immigrating women in their countries of origin.  All this, despite the fact that a significant percentage of immigrants to Canada are women.
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Research Focus

To explore and document immigrant women's successful integration strategies.  Recording integration strategies, while serving the community as a resource for program planning, will also provide insight into the relationships between identity formation, integration, and immigration policies.

Research Objectives

1. 
To identify factors that impact cultural variation in understanding and defining "successful integration".  

2. 
To provide resources to immigrant communities that demonstrate successful strategies for integration. 
Collaborative Research

This project engages expertise from the University of Alberta and Changing Together, a settlement agency in Edmonton.  The researcher is based on-site.  The focus, objectives, and anticipated outcomes are constantly negotiated between the researcher and agency director.

Qualitative Methodology

Allows women to 

1.
define identity and integration

2.
define parameters by which integration is measured/defined

3. identify their perceptions of barriers to integration

Ethnographic Methods

Participant observation permits the researcher to become personally familiar with the immigrant women, the challenges they face, and the transitional programs available to them.  Unstructured interviews with immigrant women will provide data from which strategic themes will be drawn.

Data Collection.

Approximately twelve Edmonton-area immigrant women will be interviewed. Participants will be selected based on their ability to present their experiences of integration (English speaking) and willingness to share in-depth stories of their integration experiences. 

Data Analysis

Documented stories of immigrant women often lack in-depth use of theory, leaving narratives mute in terms of their impact on broader societal structures or policies.  Grounded theory analysis will be used in this study to generate a theoretical framework for understanding what integration into Canadian society means to immigrant women, and the strategies and resources they found most useful.

Outcomes

1. A record of the stories validating immigrant women's integration experiences

2. Successful strategies and potentially a model to foster the integration process of other immigrant women.








































